
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In Memory of  
Gunner RICHARD BRIGGS 

 
 

123696, 297th Siege Bty., 
Royal Garrison Artillery 

 
 

who died age 19 on 07 August 1917 
 
 

Son of Elizabeth Ellen Forshaw, 
of 21, Walmer Cottages, Gill Lane, Longton, Preston. 

 
 

Remembered with honour 
DICKEBUSCH NEW MILITARY CEMETERY 

EXTENSION  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Commemorated in perpetuity by 

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 



Name: BRIGGS, RICHARD  
 
 
 
Initials: R  
 
 
 
Nationality: United Kingdom  
 
 
 
Rank: Gunner  
 
 
 
Regiment/Service: Royal Garrison Artillery  
 
 
 
Unit Text: 297th Siege Bty.  
 
 
 
Age: 19  
 
 
 
Date of Death: 07/08/1917  
 
 
 
Service No: 123696 
 
 
 
Additional information: Son of Elizabeth Ellen Forshaw, of 21, Walmer Cottages, 
Gill Lane, Longton, Preston.  
 
 
 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead  
 
 
 
Grave/Memorial Reference: II. G. 11.  
 
 
 
Cemetery: DICKEBUSCH NEW MILITARY CEMETERY EXTENSION 



Cemetery: DICKEBUSCH NEW MILITARY CEMETERY EXTENSION  
 
 
 
 
Country: Belgium  
 
 
 
 
Locality: unspecified  
 
 
 
 
Visiting Information: Wheelchair access possible via main entrance. For further 
information regarding wheelchair access, please contact our Enquiries Section on 
telephone number: 01628 507200.  
 
 
 
 
Location Information: From Ieper town centre the Dikkebusseweg (N375), is 
reached via Elverdingsestraat, straight over a roundabout onto J.Capronstraat (for 30 
metres), then left along M.Fochlaan. Immediately after the train station, the first right 
hand turning is the Dikkebusseweg. On reaching the village of Dikkebus, the 
cemetery is located on the Kerkstraat, which is a small street turning left off the 
Dikkebusseweg. 200 metres along this street, and just beyond the village church, lies 
the cemetery.  
 
 
 
 
Historical Information: The New Military Cemetery was begun in February 1915 
and was used until May 1917 by fighting units and field ambulances, with a few 
further burials taking place in March and April 1918. The Extension was used from 
May 1917 to January 1918. The New Military Cemetery contains 624 First World 
War burials, the Extension 547. The site was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens.  
 
 
 
 
No. of Identified Casualties: 542 
 



Cemetery Plans 
DICKEBUSCH NEW MILITARY 

CEMETERY EXTENSION 
 

Private Brigg’s grave highlighted at II.  G.  11. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Richard BRIGG’s grave at 
Dickebusch New Military Cemetery 
Extension, near Ieper, Belgium, 
no.  II.  G.  11 

 
 
 



 
The Medal Record Card of Gunner Richard BRIGGS 

 



Medals awarded to Gunner 123696 Richard BRIGGS 
 

 
 
The Allied Victory Medal 
Also known as ‘Wilfred’ 
It was decided that each of the allies should each issue their own bronze 
victory medal with a similar design, similar equivalent wording and 
identical ribbon. 
The British medal was designed by W. McMillan. The front depicts a 
winged classical figure representing victory. 
Approximately 5.7 million victory medals were issued. Interestingly, 
eligibility for this medal was more restrictive and not everyone who 
received the British War Medal (‘Squeak’) also received the Victory 
Medal (‘Wilfred’). However, in general, all recipients of ‘Wilfred’ also 
received ‘Squeak’ and all recipients of ‘Pip’ also received both ‘Squeak’ 
and ‘Wilfred’. 
The recipient’s service number, rank, name and unit was impressed on 
the rim. 

 
 
 
 
 

The British War Medal 1914 – 1918 
Established on 26th July 1919. 
Also known as ‘Squeak’. 
The silver or bronze medal was awarded to officers and men of the 
British and Imperial Forces who either entered a theatre of war or entered 
service overseas between 5th August 1914 and 11th November 1918 
inclusive. This was later extended to services in Russia, Siberia and some 
other areas in 1919 and 1920. 
Approximately 6.5 million British War Medals were issued. 
Approximately 6.4 million of these were the silver versions of this medal. 
Around 110,000 of a bronze version were issued mainly to Chinese, 
Maltese and Indian Labour Corps. The front (obv or obverse) of the 
medal depicts the head of George V. 
The recipient’s service number, rank, name and unit was impressed on 
the rim. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Penwortham St. Mary’s Church Magazine  December, 1917  Page vii 
 
It is our sad duty to chronicle the death of yet another Longton man in France.  
Gunner R. Briggs of Walmer Bridge Cottages, joined the Royal Field Artillery in 
October, 1916, and went to France on 19th July, 1917, and was killed on August 7th.   
He was only 19 years of age and before joining up he worked for Mr. D. Moss.  We 
offer our deepest sympathy to his parents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



The Town of Preston,  
in the County of 
-- Lancashire -- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marriage: 20 Aug 1849 St John, Preston, Lancashire, England 
Henry Dawson Briggs - 27, Railway Porter, Bachelor, Mount Street 
Jane Mee - (X), 29, Servant, Spinster, Fishergate 
    Groom's Father: late Edward Briggs, Surgeon 
    Bride's Father: James Mee, Farmer 
    Witness: Edward Briggs; Mary Hodgson, (X) 
    Married by License by: John Kitton, Offng. Minister 
    Register: Marriages 1849 - 1850, Page 74, Entry 148 
    Source: LDS Film 93994 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
In the results below, the reference number will be a link. Clicking on this link will 
add your choice to a summary list on a new page. From this summary page you will 
be able to review all your search results and you will find links to printable 
application forms which can be used to order the certificate for the index entry. Full 
details of the charges and the Register Office address can be found on the form. 
 

Lancashire Birth indexes for the years: 1877 
 
Surname    Forename(s)    Sub-District    Registers  Mother's       Reference 

          At                 Maiden  
Name  

 
BRIGGS Elizabeth Ellen Longton Preston BRIGGS LONG/18/18 
 
Total records matching : 1. 
 
No matching records were found for Elizabeth e BRIGGS in the following years: 
1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1878, 1879, 1880 
If you haven't found the Elizabeth e BRIGGS that you're looking for, it may be that  
the indexes for your area of interest have not been transcribed yet. See 
our coverage page for more information. 
 
Many other counties have their BMD indexes on-line. If you can't 
find the entry in this area, perhaps you could try a neighbouring 
area. See the Local BMD section of Information regarding the purchase of 
certificates can be found in the Birth Information page. 
 
Click on the appropriate reference number in the tables above to add your choice to  
your summary page. From the summary page you will be able to review all your 
search choices and print off application forms to order copy certificates. 
 
NOTE: Each Region's Register Office has a different address. Please be sure to send 
your application to the correct office, otherwise your application may be rejected. 
 
The appropriate address will be found near the bottom of the application form. 
 
© 2014 

 
 



The Parish of Hoole 
in the County of 

-- Lancashire -- 
 
 
 
 
 
Baptism: 12 Aug 1877 St Michael, Hoole, Lancashire, England 
Elizabeth Ellen Briggs - Dau of Mary Alice Briggs 
    Abode: Longton 
    Notes: Single Woman 
    Baptised by: R Brickel Rector 
    Register: Baptisms 1836 - 1900, Page 145, Entry 1158 
    Source: LDS Film 1471151 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
In the results below, the reference number will be a link. Clicking on this link will add your choice 
to a summary list on a new page. From this summary page you will be able to review all your 
search results and you will find links to printable application forms which can be used to order the 
certificate for the index entry. Full details of the charges and the Register Office address can be 
found on the form. 
 

Lancashire Marriage indexes for the years: 1880 
 
Surname     Forename(s)    Surname    Forename(s)    Church /         Registers            Reference 
    Register          At 
                                                    Office  
BRIGGS      Mary Alice       MOSS         James   Penwortham,   Preston                223/2/403 
    St Mary  
 
Total records matching : 1 
 
If you haven't found the Mary Alice BRIGGS that you're looking for, it may be that the indexes for  
your area of interest have not been transcribed yet. See our coverage page for more information. 
    
Where the first surname is a web link followed by an asterisk (*), it signifies that there are 
alternative entries in the database for this reference number. Click on the surname to display the full 
list of alternatives and an explanation of why this occurs. 
 
Many other counties have their BMD indexes on-line. If you can't find the entry 
in this area, perhaps you could try a neighbouring area. See the Local 
BMD section of  
Information regarding the purchase of certificates can be found in the Marriages Information page. 
 
Click on the appropriate reference number in the tables above to add your choice to your summary 
page. From the summary page you will be able to review all your search choices and print off 
application forms to order copy certificates. 
 
NOTE: Each Region's Register Office has a different address. Please be sure to send your 
application to the correct office, otherwise your application may be rejected. 
 
The appropriate address will be found near the bottom of the application form. 
 
© 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Parish of Penwortham 
in the County of 

              -- Lancashire - 
 
 
 
 
 
Marriage: 22 Apr 1880 St Mary, Penwortham, Lancashire, England 
James Moss - 23, Weaver, Bachelor, Longton 
Mary Alice Briggs - 23, Spinster, Longton 
    Groom's Father: Thomas Rawcliffe, Joiner 
    Bride's Father: Henry Briggs, Brewer's Labourer 
    Witness: Richard Briggs; Elizabeth Ann Briggs 
    Married by banns by: James B. Phillips 
    Notes: [Groom's Surname differs to his Father's Surname] 
    Register: Marriages 1857 - 1885, Page 202, Entry 403 
    Source: LDS Film 1526058



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 1881 Census with Mary Alice (Briggs) Forshaw with her new family in Marsh Lane, Longton 
RG 11 / 4223 / F. 65 / P. 16 / Sch. 83 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 1881 Census showing Elizabeth Ellen BRIGGS with her grandparents in Chapel Lane, Longton 
RG 11 / 4224 / F. 11 / P. 15 / Sch. 81 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 1891 Census showing Elizabeth E. BRIGGS living in Chapel Lane, Longton, with her aunt 
RG 12 / 3428 / F. 65 / P. 10 / Sch. 60 



 
 
 
In the results below, the reference number will be a link. Clicking on this link will 
add your choice to a summary list on a new page. From this summary page you will 
be able to review all your search results and you will find links to printable 
application forms which can be used to order the certificate for the index entry. Full 
details of the charges and the Register Office address can be found on the form. 

 
Lancashire Birth indexes for the years: 1897 

 
Surname    Forename(s)     Sub-District    Registers At     Mother's   Reference 

    Maiden 
    Name  

 
BRIGGS Richard    Longton          Preston    BRIGGS   LONG/26/26 
 
 
Total records matching : 1. 
 
 
No matching records were found for Richard BRIGGS in the following years: 
1898, 1899 
 
If you haven't found the Richard BRIGGS that you're looking for, it may be that the 
indexes for your area of interest have not been transcribed yet. See our coverage page 
for more information. 
 
Many other counties have their BMD indexes on-line. If you 
can't find the entry in this area, perhaps you could try a 
neighbouring area. See the Local BMD section of Information regarding the 
purchase of certificates can be found in the Birth Information page. 
 
Click on the appropriate reference number in the tables above to add your choice to 
your summary page. From the summary page you will be able to review all your 
search choices and print off application forms to order copy certificates. 
 
NOTE: Each Region's Register Office has a different address. Please be sure to send 
your application to the correct office, otherwise your application may be rejected. 
 
The appropriate address will be found near the bottom of the application form. 
 
© 2014 
 

 



The Parish of Hoole 
in the County of 

-- Lancashire -- 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptism: 14 Nov 1897 St Michael, Hoole, 
Lancashire, England 
Richard Briggs - Son of Elizabeth Ellen Briggs 
    Born: 21 Sep 1897 
    Abode: LIttle Hoole 
    Notes: Spinster 
    Baptised by: E.N.Dunne Rector 
    Register: Baptisms 1836 - 1900, Page 188, 
Entry 1502 
    Source: LDS Film 1471151 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Parish of Tarleton 
in the County of 
-- Lancashire – 

 
 
 

Baptism: 5 Jan 1873 St Mary, Tarleton, 
Lancashire, England 
James Forshaw - [Child] of Jane Forshaw, Single 
Woman 
    Abode: Tarleton 
    Baptised by: M. Fletcher Rector 
    Register: Baptisms 1839 - 1888, Page 221, 
Entry 1762 
    Source: LDS Film 1278941 

 
 
 



The Parish of Hoole 
in the County of 

-- Lancashire -- 
Banns: Holy Trinity, Tarleton, Lancashire, England 
James Forshaw - Bachelor, of this parish 
Elizabeth Ellen Briggs - Spinster, Hoole 
    First Reading: 6 Feb 1898; Read By: Robert C. Fletcher 
    Second Reading: 13 Feb 1898; Read By: Robert C. Fletcher 
    Third Reading: 20 Feb 1898; Read By: Robert C. Fletcher 
    Register: Banns 1880 - 1900, Page 48, Entry 143 
    Source: LDS Film 1278942 

Banns: St Michael, Hoole, Lancashire, England 
James Forshaw - the Parish of Tarleton 
Elizabeth Ellen Briggs - this Parish 
    First Reading: 6 Feb 1898; Read By: E. N. Dunne 
    Second Reading: 13 Feb 1898; Read By: E. N. D. 
    Third Reading: 20 Feb 1898; Read By: E. N. D. 
    Notes: Married Feb 23 1898 
    Register: Banns 1870 - 1900, Page 58, Entry - 
    Source: LDS Film 1471151 

Marriage: 23 Feb 1898 St Michael, Hoole, Lancashire, England 
James Forshaw - 25, Farm Labourer, Bachelor, Tarleton 
Elizabeth Ellen Briggs - 20, Spinster, Little Hoole 
    Witness: William Silcock; Ann Wilding 
    Married by Banns by: Edmund N. Dunne Rector 
    Notes: [Bride and Groom's Fathers' Names and Occupations not 
shown] 
    Register: Marriages 1870 - 1900, Page 152, Entry 304 
    Source: LDS Film 1471151 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 1901 Census shows Richard Briggs aged 3, with grandmother at Sea View, Little Hoole  

RG 13 / 3942 / F. 111 / P. 5 / Sch. 32 



 
The 1901 Census now showing the married  Elizabeth E. FORSHAW in Little Hoole 

RG 13 / 3942 / F. 112 / P. 7 / Sch. 44 



 
The 1911 Census with Elizabeth Ellen FORSHAW and family in Rawcliffe Row, Walmer Bridge 

RG 14 _ 25240 _ 0093 _ 03 



 
Richard BRIGGS aged 13 in the 1911 Census with his grandmother at Rawcliffe Row, Liverpool Road, Little Hoole 

RG 14 _ 25240 _ 0083 _ 03 



Edward BRIGGS m. ???        James MEE m. ??? 
!           ! 
Henry Dawson BRIGGS   m. 1849    Jane MEE 
b. 1823 Preston    Preston     b. 1821 Little Hoole 
!      St. John    ! 
!           ! 
!   !   !    ! 
Mary   Edward  Richard  Elizabeth 
Alice   !   !   ! 
b. 1858  b. 1851  b. 1856  b. 1860 
Hoole   Preston  Little Hoole  Little Hoole   Thomas Rawcliffe and  Alice Moss 
!             ! 
!             m. 1880       
!             James Moss b. 1855 (c) Longton 
Elizabeth            Penwortham 
Ellen       m. 1898      St. Mary’s 
b. 1877     James       ! 
Longton     Forshaw      Henry Briggs 
!      St. Michael’s      b. 1901   
bap. 12 Aug 1877    Hoole       Longton   
St. Michael’s     !    
Hoole    !   !    !      
!    Arthur   Henry   Mary       
Richard BRIGGS  William  b. 1901  Edith 
b. 1897   b. 1899  Longton  b. 1902 
Little Hoole   Longton     Trinity, 
!          Preston 
bap. 14 Nov 1897 
St. Michael’s 
Hoole 
! 
Killed in Action 
7 Aug 1917 


