
 



 

In Memory of  
 

Private THOMAS COOKE 
 
 

46401, 1st/8th Bn.,  
The King's (Liverpool Regiment) 

 
 

who died on 20 September 1917 
 
 

Remembered with honour 
TYNE COT MEMORIAL 

 
 

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Commemorated in perpetuity by 
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 
 
 



 
Name: COOKE, THOMAS  
 
 
 
 
Initials: T  
 
 
 
 
Nationality: United Kingdom  
 
 
 
 
Rank: Private  
 
 
 
 
Regiment/Service: The King's (Liverpool Regiment)  
 
 
 
 
Unit Text: 1st/8th Bn. 
 
 
 
 
Date of Death: 20/09/1917  
 
 
 
 
Service No: 46401  
 
 
 
 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead  
 
 
 
 
Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 32  
 
 
 
 
Memorial: TYNE COT MEMORIAL 



Cemetery: TYNE COT MEMORIAL  
 
 
 
Country: Belgium  
 
 
 
Locality: unspecified  
 
 
 
Visiting Information: Note: October 2006 - Maintenance work is underway within 
Tyne Cot Cemetery and may take some time to complete. There are two separate 
registers for this site - one for the cemetery and one for the memorial. The cemetery 
register will be found in the gatehouse as you enter the cemetery, and the memorial 
register will be found in the left hand rotunda of the memorial as you face the 
memorial. Panel Numbers quoted at the end of each entry relate to the panels 
dedicated to the Regiment with which the casualty served. In some instances, where a 
casualty is recorded as attached to another Regiment, his name may appear within 
their Regimental Panels. Please refer to the on-site Memorial Register Introduction. 
The Addenda Panel lists those service personnel whose details are awaiting addition 
to the Regimental Panels. Wheelchair access to this cemetery is possible via an 
entrance at the rear. For further information regarding wheelchair access, please 
contact our Enquiries Section on 01628 507200.  
 
 
 
Location Information: The Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing forms the north-
eastern boundary of Tyne Cot Cemetery, which is located 9 kilometres north east of 
Ieper town centre, on the Tynecotstraat, a road leading from the Zonnebeekseweg 
(N332). The names of those from United Kingdom units are inscribed on Panels 
arranged by Regiment under their respective Ranks. The names of those from New 
Zealand units are inscribed on panels within the New Zealand Memorial Apse located 
at the centre of the Memorial.  
 
 
 
Historical Information: The Tyne Cot Memorial is one of four memorials to the 
missing in Belgian Flanders which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. 
Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck in the north to the northern 
edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the 
war. The Salient was formed during the First Battle of Ypres in October and 
November 1914, when a small British Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the 
town before the onset of winter, pushing the German forces back to the 



Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 1915 when the 
Germans released poison gas into the Allied lines north of Ypres. This was the first 
time gas had been used by either side and the violence of the attack forced an Allied 
withdrawal and a shortening of the line of defence. There was little more significant 
activity on this front until 1917, when in the Third Battle of Ypres an offensive was 
mounted by Commonwealth forces to divert German attention from a weakened 
French front further south. The initial attempt in June to dislodge the Germans from 
the Messines Ridge was a complete success, but the main assault north-eastward, 
which began at the end of July, quickly became a dogged struggle against determined 
opposition and the rapidly deteriorating weather. The campaign finally came to a 
close in November with the capture of Passchendaele. The German offensive of 
March 1918 met with some initial success, but was eventually checked and repulsed 
in a combined effort by the Allies in September. The battles of the Ypres Salient 
claimed many lives on both sides and it quickly became clear that the 
commemoration of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave 
would have to be divided between several different sites. The site of the Menin Gate 
was chosen because of the hundreds of thousands of men who passed through it on 
their way to the battlefields. It commemorates those of all Commonwealth nations 
except New Zealand who died in the Salient, in the case of United Kingdom 
casualties before 16 August 1917. Those United Kingdom and New Zealand 
servicemen who died after that date are named on the memorial at Tyne Cot, a site 
which marks the furthest point reached by Commonwealth forces in Belgium until 
nearly the end of the war. Other New Zealand casualties are commemorated on 
memorials at Buttes New British Cemetery and Messines Ridge British Cemetery. 
The TYNE COT MEMORIAL now bears the names of almost 35,000 officers and 
men whose graves are not known. The memorial, designed by Sir Herbert Baker with 
sculpture by Joseph Armitage and F V Blundstone, was unveiled by Sir Gilbert Dyett 
in July 1927. The memorial forms the north-eastern boundary of TYNE COT 
CEMETERY, which was established around a captured German blockhouse or pill-
box used as an advanced dressing station. The original battlefield cemetery of 343 
graves was greatly enlarged after the Armistice when remains were brought in from 
the battlefields of Passchendaele and Langemarck, and from a few small burial 
grounds. It is now the largest Commonwealth war cemetery in the world in terms of 
burials. At the suggestion of King George V, who visited the cemetery in 1922, the 
Cross of Sacrifice was placed on the original large pill-box. There are three other pill-
boxes in the cemetery. There are now 11,952 Commonwealth servicemen of the First 
World War buried or commemorated in Tyne Cot Cemetery. 8,365 of the burials are 
unidentified but there are special memorials to more than 80 casualties known or 
believed to be buried among them. Other special memorials commemorate 20 
casualties whose graves were destroyed by shell fire. The cemetery was designed by 
Sir Herbert Baker.  
 
 
No. of Identified Casualties: 34863 
 



Cemetery Plans 

TYNE COT MEMORIAL 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Private T. COOKE’s memorial on panel no. 32 highlighted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Preston Guardian    Page 6   27th October, 1917 
 
Private T. Cooke of the King’s (Liverpool) Regiment was killed in action on 
September 20th.  His home was in Hutton Row, New Longton.  He enlisted nearly 
two years ago and had been out for four months.  Before joining up he worked at 
Dick, Kerr’s + Co’s Works. 
 
Preston Guardian    Page 11          10th November, 1917 
 
Pte. T. Cooke, King’s (Liverpool) Regiment was killed on September 20th. 
 
Penwortham St. Mary’s Church Magazine  November, 1917            Page vi 
 
It is with the deepest regret that we have to announce the death of another of our 
Longton men at the front.  Pte. T. Cooke joined up in April 1916 and went out to 
France with the Kings (Liverpool) Regiment in July 1917, and was killed in action on 
September 20th.  He was the brother-in-law of  Pte. W. Keen, the first Longton man 
who gave his life for his country.  We tender our deepest sympathy to the parents and 
relatives in their anxiety and bereavement. 
 
A copy of Private Cooke’s service or pension record has not survived. 
 
 
from:  STEWART MCLOUGHLIN <big.makk@virgin.net> 
to:  longtonparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk 
date:  28 October 2013 12:58 
subject:  Hutton Memorial 
 
Good afternoon again Bill 
 
Further to our last conversation, I have spoken with Tom Hastewell and appraised him of 
subsequent matters. 
 
Since we last spoke, I have only this weekend traced two more relatives of fallen soldiers on the 
memorial and they are granddaughters of William KEEN, the first of the fallen. 
 
Doreen MELLING, 62 Ermine Close, Blackburn, BB2 3UP, telephone 01254-279099, + carer 
(daughter) 
and 
Barbara INGHAM, 26 Chapel Lane, Longton, PR4 5ER, telephone 01772-613524. 
 
Both have indicated to me that they would wish to attend and will look forward to your official 
invitation.  Tom is aware.  Three more cakes please. 
 
Thomas COOKE also on the memorial would be their great uncle as was another on the Longton 
memorial who also fell, so that extended family surely gave their share to King and Country. 
 
Stewart McLoughlin 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photographs of COOKE’s memorial at Tyne Cot  Cemetery, Passchendaeleon Panel No. 32 



 

 
 

Private Thomas Cooke’s medal record card 
 



Medals awarded to Private 46401 Thomas Cooke 
 

 
The Allied Victory Medal 
Also known as 'Wilfred' 
It was decided that each of the allies should each issue their own bronze 
victory medal with a similar design, similar equivalent wording and 
identical ribbon. 
The British medal was designed by W. McMillan. The front depicts a 
winged classical figure representing victory. 
Approximately 5.7 million victory medals were issued. Interestingly, 
eligibility for this medal was more restrictive and not everyone who 
received the British War Medal ('Squeak') also received the Victory 
Medal ('Wilfred'). However, in general, all recipients of 'Wilfred' also 
received 'Squeak' and all recipients of 'Pip' also received both 'Squeak' 
and 'Wilfred'. 
The recipient's service number, rank, name and unit was impressed on 
the rim. 
 
The British War Medal 1914 - 1918 
Established on 26th July 1919. 
Also known as 'Squeak'. 
The silver or bronze medal was awarded to officers and men of the 
British and Imperial Forces who either entered a theatre of war or 
entered service overseas between 5th August 1914 and 11th November 
1918 inclusive. This was later extended to services in Russia, Siberia 
and some other areas in 1919 and 1920. 
Approximately 6.5 million British War Medals were issued. 
Approximately 6.4 million of these were the silver versions of this 
medal. Around 110,000 of a bronze version were issued mainly to 
Chinese, Maltese and Indian Labour Corps. The front (obv or obverse) 
of the medal depicts the head of George V. 
The recipient's service number, rank, name and unit was impressed on 
the rim. 
 

 
The 1914 – 15 Star 
Established in December 1918 
Also known as 'Pip'. 
This bronze medal was authorized in 1918. It is very similar to the 1914 
Star but it was issued to a much wider range of recipients. Broadly 
speaking it was awarded to all who served in any theatre of war against 
Germany between 5th August 1914 and 31st December 1915, except 
those eligible for the 1914 Star. Similarly, those who received the 
Africa General Service Medal or the Sudan 1910 Medal were not 
eligible for the award. 
Like the 1914 Star, the 1914-15 Star was not awarded alone. The 
recipient had to have received the British War Medal and the Victory 
Medal. The reverse is plain with the recipient's service number, rank, 
name and unit impressed on it. 
An estimated 2.4 million of these medals were issued. 



 
 

G.R.O. index of John Denton COOKE’s marriage in 2/4 1843 at Epsom, Surrey, 4/99 



 
 
 

G.R.O. index of Sophia DAVIS’s marriage in 2/4 1843 at Epsom, Surrey, 4/99 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1861 Census showing the COOKE family in Leatherhead, Surrey 



 
 

1871 Census showing the COOKE family in Leatherhead, Surrey 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1881 Census showing the COOKE family with step-father William Norris 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1891 Census showing the COOKE family in Leatherhead, Surrey 



 
 

G. R. O. index of Henry Denton COOKE’s birth in1855, in Epsom, Surrey, 2a 13 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G.R.O. index of Emily KEEN’s birth in Oxfordshire in 1/4 1867, 3a 686 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The G. R. O. index showing Henry Denton COOKE’s marriage in ¼ of 1884 at Preston 8e 615 



 
 

The G. R. O. index showing Emily Amelia KEEN’s marriage in ¼ of 1884 at Preston 8e 615



1901 Census showing the Cooke family in Chapel Lane, Longton 



 
The 1911 Census showing the Cooke family at Walmer Bridge, Longton 

RG14 – 25-2-39-25239_0255_03 



d. 1951 Darwen         John Denton COOKE    Sophia DAVIS 
b. 1890   b. 1893      b. 1817 Fetcham, Surrey   b. 1823 Bookham, Sur. 
Arthur    Harry       !  m. 2/4 1843 Epsom, Surrey 4/99 ! 
!    !       ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 
  !         1844 1849 1851 1853 1854 ! 1861 1863  
m. 11 Feb 1888 St. Luke, Preston       Ellen Sarah Jane Emma Alice ! John Alfred  
 !    Timothy Thomas KEEN m. ???  ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 

Anthony HALL b. 1863   !  !       ! 
!       !        ! 

      Lucy KEEN bo. 1857 Oxford                Walmer Bridge Cottages (1911) 
                !                    Chapel Lane, Longton (1901)  
                d. 1923 Preston        Longton 
                 !          d. 1936  Longton 
!                Surrey   d. 1902 
William KEEN b. 1879 Poulton-le-Fylde           Leatherhead  Oxford 
ba. 24 Jan 1880 Christ Church, Blackpool           b. 1855  b. 1867 
!                Henry   Emily 
painter at Dick, Kerr’s & Co.             Denton  Amelia 
7 Hutton Row, Hutton (1911)             COOKE  KEEN 
!                !     ! 
m. 1906 Preston St. Thomas               ! 
!              m. ¼ 1884 Preston St. Andrew’s 8e 615 
Emily Sophia COOKE b. 1885 Leatherhead, Surrey           ! 
!     !   !    !    !    ! 
!     Thomas COOKE Leonard Charles D.  Frederick William  William        Alice 
William     b. 1897 Hutton b. 1888 Leatherhead,  b. 1890 Leatherhead Sur. b. 1892 Leatherhead,    b. 1894 
b. 1910 North Preston   cotton weaver  Sur.    1911 brickmaker’s  Sur.     Leather- 
cotton weaver’s tenter   d. 20 Sept. 1917 !    labourer   brickmaker            head, Sur. 
!     X   d. 1892   Walmer Cottages 
m. 1938 Longton St. Andrew’s    Leatherhead, Sur.  Longton 
Dorothy WILSON          ! 
!            m. ¼ 1913  
!    !        Edith NUTTALL 
            St. Andrews 



            Ashton, Preston 
            ! 
            b. 27 May 1916 
            d. 4/4 1980 S. Ribble 
            ! 
            m. Edith Mary     
            RYDING 
            1948 St. Mary’s 
            Penwortham 
            ! 
            Ernest 
            b. 1919 
            !   ! 
            
 
 
 
 
 



ST. ANDREW’S   PARISH   CHURCH,   LONGTON,  LANCASHIRE 
 
 

INDEX   OF   THE   GRAVE   REGISTERS   1895   -   1987 
 
 
 
Name      Burial Date  Page No Age         Other Details                                 Grave No                         
 
 
COOKE, Emily Amelia   26.Jun.1902  267  41         Walmer Cottages, Longton       267 
 
 

There is no indication within the index that her husband Henry Denton COOKE Snr. is buried at St. Andrews 
though it is known that he died in the first quarter of 1936 within Amounderness 

 
 

THIS GRAVE DOES HAVE THE INDICATION OF BEING A COMMUNAL (PAUPER’S) GRAVE AS THERE ARE  
 

NINE PERSONS BURIED HERE, WITH NO APPARANT FAMILY NAME CONNECTION 
 
 
 
 
 
THIS   INDEX   HAS   BEEN   COMPILED   FROM   THE   TWO   GRAVE  REGISTERS   HELD   BY   THE   CHURCH. 
 
THE   FIRST   REGISTER   WAS   COMMENCED   ON   19TH   JULY   1895   WHEN   GEORGE   CHECKETTS   WAS    
 
INTERRED   AND   CONTINUES   IN   USE   AS   RELATIVES   OF   THOSE   ALREADY   INTERRED   PASS   AWAY. 
 
THESE   ENTRIES   ARE   SHOWN   IN   THE   INDEX   UNDER   B L A C K   TYPE.     THE   SECOND   REGISTER   WAS    
 
COMMENCED   ON   14TH   AUGUST   1939    



 


