
 

In Memory of  
Second Lieutenant W R GIBSON 

 
 
 

The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 
 
 
 

who died on 17 June 1918 
 
 
 

Remembered with honour 
LONGTON (ST. ANDREW) CHURCHYARD 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Commemorated in perpetuity by 
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 



 
Name: GIBSON 
 
 
 
 
Initials: W R  
 
 
 
 
Nationality: United Kingdom  
 
 
 
 
Rank: Second Lieutenant  
 
 
 
 
Regiment/Service: The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment  
 
 
 
 
Date of Death: 17/06/1918  
 
 
 
 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead  
 
 
 
 
Grave/Memorial Reference: 360.  
 
 
 
 
Cemetery: LONGTON (ST. ANDREW) CHURCHYARD 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2nd Lieut. GIBSON’s grave at Longton Church, no. 360 
 

 
 
 



Preston Guardian   Page 2  22nd June, 1918 

On Monday morning, in the grounds at Woodside Nursery, Station Road, New 
Longton, the body of ex-Lieut. Wm. Ranshaw Gibson (30) was found with a shot 
wound in the head.  An inquest was held on Tuesday night by Mr. John Parker, at 
New Longton School. 

Evidence was given showing that deceased, a former leather merchant’s salesman, 
joined the Army in 1914, and obtained a commission in the Loyal North Lancashire 
Regt.  He returned from France about 12 months ago suffering from shell shock, and 
he had since had an operation for appendicitis.  He had been discharged from the 
Army with a pension, but the pension had been reduced on his obtaining employment 
in the Ministry of Food Office, Preston.  He had been somewhat depressed since the 
operation for appendicitis, but had never threatened to do anything to himself, and his 
demeanour had not led his relatives to apprehend any likelihood of such a 
contingency. 

Henry Hastwell Gibson, Woodside Nursery, brother of the deceased, said that a man 
named Thomas Mooney told him about 10.30 on Monday morning that there was a 
man at the bottom of the garden, and witness saw it was his brother.  The gun found 
there was not his or his brother’s.  Witness had not had a firearm on the premises 
since he took them. 

In reply to the Coroner, witness said his brother made a will in 1914, and a fresh one 
last week.  On one occasion when at home they heard some shooting, probably 
rabbits, and his brother remarked, “Harry, I wouldn’t be surprised if shooting would 
suit me.  It would not be any physical exercise,” and witness replied, “I think it would 
be better to leave it alone.” 

Richard Bretherton, landlord of the Farmer’s arms, New Longton, said that last April 
deceased had asked him if he would lend him a gun to shoot some rabbits in the 
garden, and witness agreed.  Deceased then asked if witness could sell him some 
cartridges, but witness said he could not.  Deceased said he had an old gun at home 
that he wanted to try, and witness lent him a couple of cartridges.  On Sunday about 
two o’clock witness’s horseman, Joseph Hague, came into the house and asked for 
the gun for Mr. Gibson, and witness let him take it. 

P.C. Wilson said that deceased had fixed the butt of the gun, a double-barrelled 
breech-loader, in the ground, the butt being embedded up to the trigger guard.  It was 
firmly wedged, and to secure it must have occupied a considerable time.  The right 
barrel was discharged, and apparently deceased had leaned with his face over the 
muzzle, the charge having entered the left eye, and pushed the trigger with a short 
piece of wood.  A will, found in deceased’s coat pocket, was dated January, 1915. 

The jury returned a verdict of ‘Suicide whilst of unsound mind.” 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ordnance Survey map showing the location of Woodside Nursery, New Longton 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Gibson family home. “Woodside”, Woodside Nursery, New Longton 
 
 
 



No entry can be found on the “Soldiers Died in the Great War” CD-R0M, 
as it is thought that with Lt. Gibson’s death being “at home”, it therefore 
did not make the Regimental Casualty lists from which the CD-Rom is 
derived. 

 

Penwortham St. Mary’s Church Magazine  July, 1918, Page viii 

Buried at Longton:-  June 20th William Ramsbottom Gibson, New 
Longton, aged 30 years 

 
 
 
Longton St. Andrew’s Burial Regfister   PR 3007 / 1 / 7 
 
Page 204  No. 1625 
 
William Ranshaw New Longton  June 20th  27 years Rev. W. H. 
Gibson      1918     Norris 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The GRO index of Lt. GIBSON’s birth at Teesdale 10a 238 
with slight variation of spelling in middle name 



 
 
 
 

The G.R.O. index of Lt. GIBSON’s death at Preston, aged 30,  8e 587 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 1891 Census showing William R. GIBSON with his maternal grandparents in Barnard Castle 

Folio 35, Page 12, Schedule 65 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 1901 Census showing the two brothers William R. and Henry H. Gibson 

as boarders at Earls Colne Grammar School near Colchester, Essex 



Folio 55, Page 24, Schedule 153 
 

 The 1911 Census showing the Gibson family at 201 Park Road, Bolton 


