
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



In Memory of  
Private THOMAS SHORROCK 

 
 

13909, 7th Bn.,  
King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 

 
 

who died age 22 on 15 November 1916 
 
 

Son of James and Alice Shorrock,  
of Slate Farm, Hall Carr Lane, Longton, Preston. 

 
 

Remembered with honour 
THIEPVAL MEMORIAL 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Commemorated in perpetuity by 
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 



Name: SHORROCK, THOMAS  
 
 
 
Initials: T  
 
 
 
Nationality: United Kingdom  
 
 
 
Rank: Private  
 
 
 
Regiment/Service: King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment)  
 
 
 
Unit Text: 7th Bn.  
 
 
 
Age: 22  
 
 
 
Date of Death: 15/11/1916  
 
 
 
Service No: 13909  
 
 
 
Additional information: Son of James and Alice Shorrock, of Slate Farm, Hall Carr Lane, 
Longton, Preston. 
 
 
 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead  
 
 
 
Grave/Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 5 D and 12 B. 
 
 
 
Memorial: THIEPVAL MEMORIAL 
 
Cemetery: THIEPVAL MEMORIAL  



 
 
 
Country: France  
 
 
 
Locality: unspecified  
 
 
 
Visiting Information: The Panel numbers (or Pier and Face) quoted at the end of each entry relate 
to the panels dedicated to the Regiment served with. In some instances where a casualty is recorded 
as attached to another Regiment, his name may alternatively appear within their Regimental Panel 
(or Pier and Face). Please refer to the on-site Memorial Register Introduction to determine the 
alternative panel numbers (or Pier and Face) if you do not find the name within the quoted Panels 
(or Pier and Face).  
 
 
 
Location Information: The Thiepval Memorial will be found on the D73, off the main Bapaume to 
Albert road (D929). Each year a major ceremony is held at the memorial on 1 July.  
 
 
 
Historical Information: On 1 July 1916, supported by a French attack to the south, thirteen 
divisions of Commonwealth forces launched an offensive on a line from north of Gommecourt to 
Maricourt. Despite a preliminary bombardment lasting seven days, the German defences were 
barely touched and the attack met unexpectedly fierce resistance. Losses were catastrophic and with 
only minimal advances on the southern flank, the initial attack was a failure. In the following 
weeks, huge resources of manpower and equipment were deployed in an attempt to exploit the 
modest successes of the first day. However, the German Army resisted tenaciously and repeated 
attacks and counter attacks meant a major battle for every village, copse and farmhouse gained. At 
the end of September, Thiepval was finally captured. The village had been an original objective of 1 
July. Attacks north and east continued throughout October and into November in increasingly 
difficult weather conditions. The Battle of the Somme finally ended on 18 November with the onset 
of winter. In the spring of 1917, the German forces fell back to their newly prepared defences, the 
Hindenburg Line, and there were no further significant engagements in the Somme sector until the 
Germans mounted their major offensive in March 1918. The Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to 
the Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more than 72,000 officers and men of the United 
Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20 March 1918 and have 
no known grave. Over 90% of those commemorated died between July and November 1916. The 
memorial also serves as an Anglo-French Battle Memorial in recognition of the joint nature of the 
1916 offensive and a small cemetery containing equal numbers of Commonwealth and French 
graves lies at the foot of the memorial. The memorial, designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, was built 
between 1928 and 1932 and unveiled by the Prince of Wales, in the presence of the President of 
France, on 31 July 1932. The dead of other Commonwealth countries who died on the Somme and 
have no known graves are commemorated on national memorials elsewhere.  
 
 
 
No. of Identified Casualties: 72089 



Cemetery Plans 

THIEPVAL MEMORIAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Private Thomas SHORROCK’s memorial  
at Pier and Face 5D and 12 B highlighted. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Location of Thieval 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Thiepval Memorial, Somme, highlighted. 



 
Private 13909 Shorrock’s Medal Record Card 



Medals awarded to Private 13909 Thomas SHORROCK 

 
The 1914 – 15 Star 
Established in December 1918 
Also known as 'Pip'. 
This bronze medal was authorized in 1918. It is very similar to the 1914 
Star but it was issued to a much wider range of recipients. Broadly 
speaking it was awarded to all who served in any theatre of war against 
Germany between 5th August 1914 and 31st December 1915, except those 
eligible for the 1914 Star. Similarly, those who received the Africa 
General Service Medal or the Sudan 1910 Medal were not eligible for the 
award. 
Like the 1914 Star, the 1914-15 Star was not awarded alone. The 
recipient had to have received the British War Medal and the Victory 
Medal. The reverse is plain with the recipient's service number, rank, 
name and unit impressed on it. 
An estimated 2.4 million of these medals were issued. 

 
 

The British War Medal 1914 - 1918 
Established on 26th July 1919. 
Also known as 'Squeak'. 
The silver or bronze medal was awarded to officers and men of the 
British and Imperial Forces who either entered a theatre of war or entered 
service overseas between 5th August 1914 and 11th November 1918 
inclusive. This was later extended to services in Russia, Siberia and some 
other areas in 1919 and 1920. 
Approximately 6.5 million British War Medals were issued. 
Approximately 6.4 million of these were the silver versions of this medal. 
Around 110,000 of a bronze version were issued mainly to Chinese, 
Maltese and Indian Labour Corps. The front (obv or obverse) of the 
medal depicts the head of George V. 
The recipient's service number, rank, name and unit was impressed on the 
rim. 

 
The Allied Victory Medal 
Also known as 'Wilfred' 
It was decided that each of the allies should each issue their own bronze 
victory medal with a similar design, similar equivalent wording and 
identical ribbon. 
The British medal was designed by W. McMillan. The front depicts a 
winged classical figure representing victory. 
Approximately 5.7 million victory medals were issued. Interestingly, 
eligibility for this medal was more restrictive and not everyone who 
received the British War Medal ('Squeak') also received the Victory 
Medal ('Wilfred'). However, in general, all recipients of 'Wilfred' also 
received 'Squeak' and all recipients of 'Pip' also received both 'Squeak' 
and 'Wilfred'. 
The recipient's service number, rank, name and unit was impressed on the 
rim. 



Penwortham St. Mary’s Parish Magazine,      November, 1916  Page vi 

It is with the deepest regret that we have heard the unofficial news that another 
Longton man has been killed in action.  Private T. Shorrock was one of the first of 
our men to respond to his country’s call.  He enlisted in September 1914 and went out 
to France in June 1915.  Mr. and Mrs. Shorrock have our deepest sympathy in their 
sad bereavement; may God help them to bear the heavy cross that has been laid upon 
them. 

 

 

Preston Guardian,       Page 10          16th December, 1916      (Photo) 

Mr. and Mrs. James Shorrock, Hall Carr Lane, Longton, have received official 
information that their eldest son, Private Thomas Shorrock, 22, was killed in action 
on November 15th.  He enlisted in September 1914 and was a stretcher-bearer in the 
King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment.  He was formerly employed by the Preston 
Rural Council as a steam roller driver. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Location of Slate Farm, Hall Carr Lane, Longton. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the results below, the reference number will be a link. Clicking on this link will add your choice 
to a summary list on a new page. From this summary page you will be able to review all your 
search results and you will find links to printable application forms which can be used to order the 
certificate for the index entry. Full details of the charges and the Register Office address can be 
found on the form. 
 

 
Lancashire Marriage indexes for the years: 1892 

 
Surname          Forename(s)    Surname     Forename(s)    Church /     Registers At     Reference   

             Register 
             Office     

SHORROCK  James               BAMFORD Alice              Longton,    Preston             220/1/173 
                         St Andrew     

 
Total records matching : 1 
 
If you haven't found the James SHORROCK that you're looking for, it may be that the indexes for 
your area of interest have not been transcribed yet. See our coverage page for more information. 
 
Where the first surname is a web link followed by an asterisk (*), it signifies that there are 
alternative entries in the database for this reference number. Click on the surname to display the full 
list of alternatives and an explanation of why this occurs. 
 
Many other counties have their BMD indexes on-line. If you can't find the 
entry in this area, perhaps you could try a neighbouring area. See the Local 
BMD section of Information regarding the purchase of certificates can be 
found in the Marriages Information page. 
 
Click on the appropriate reference number in the tables above to add your choice to your summary 
page. From the summary page you will be able to review all your search choices and print off 
application forms to order copy certificates. 
 
NOTE: Each Region's Register Office has a different address. Please be sure to send your 
application to the correct office, otherwise your application may be rejected. 
 
The appropriate address will be found near the bottom of the application form. 
 
© 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
In the results below, the reference number will be a link. Clicking on this link will add your choice 
to a summary list on a new page. From this summary page you will be able to review all your 
search results and you will find links to printable application forms which can be used to order the 
certificate for the index entry. Full details of the charges and the Register Office address can be 
found on the form. 
 

Lancashire Birth indexes for the years: 1892 
Surname            Forename(s)      Sub-District         Registers At    Mother's           Reference 
                                                  Maiden  
                                                                                                            Name  
SHORROCK      Margaret Ann     Longton                Preston            BAMFORD       LONG/24/31 
Died 1897 

Lancashire Birth indexes for the years: 1894 
SHORROCK     Thomas        Longton              Preston   MAWDSLEY     LONG/24/93 
Died 1916 

Lancashire Birth indexes for the years: 1897 
SHORROCK      Ellen                   Longton                Preston             MAWDSLEY     LONG/26/7 
 

Lancashire Birth indexes for the years: 1902 
SHORROCK      Maggie               Longton                 Preston           BAMFORD        LONG/28/2   
Died 1915 

Lancashire Birth indexes for the years: 1904 
SHORROCK     Alice         Longton              Preston   MAWDSLEY      LONG/29/21 
Died 1904 

Lancashire Birth indexes for the years: 1906 
SHORROCK     James                  Longton                Preston            MAWDSLEY       LONG/29/84 
   
   
Many other counties have their BMD indexes on-line. If you can't find the 
entry in this area, perhaps you could try a neighbouring area. See the Local 
BMD section of  
Information regarding the purchase of certificates can be found in the Birth Information page. 
 
Click on the appropriate reference number in the tables above to add your choice to your summary 
page. From the summary page you will be able to review all your search choices and print off 
application forms to order copy certificates. 
 
NOTE: Each Region's Register Office has a different address. Please be sure to send your 
application to the correct office, otherwise your application may be rejected. 
 
The appropriate address will be found near the bottom of the application form. 
 
© 2014 
 
Though there are different mother’s maiden names for the various births, 
census and other records confirm that these details are correct, though no 
explanation can as yet be offered for the differences. 
 



The Parish of Longton 
in the County of 
-- Lancashire –  

 

 

Baptism: 21 Aug 1892 St Andrew, Longton, Lancashire, England 
Margaret Ann Shorrock - [Child] of James Shorrock & Alice 
    Born: 10 Jun 1892 
    Abode: : Longton 
    Occupation: Labourer 
    Baptised by: Thomas M. Armson 
    Register: Baptisms 1889 - 1900, Page 11, Entry 82 
    Source: LDS Film 1278777 
 
Baptism: 6 May 1894 St Andrew, Longton, Lancashire, England 
Thomas Shorrock - [Child] of James Shorrock & Alice 
    Born: 24 Mar 1894 
    Abode: Longton 
    Occupation: Labourer 
    Baptised by: J. Johnson 
    Register: Baptisms 1889 - 1900, Page 16, Entry 122 
    Source: LDS Film 1278777 
 
Baptism: 18 Apr 1897 St Andrew, Longton, Lancashire, England 
Ellen Shorrock - [Child] of James Shorrock & Alice 
    Born: 15 Mar 1897 
    Abode: Longton 
    Occupation: Labourer 
    Baptised by: J. Johnson 
    Register: Baptisms 1889 - 1900, Page 27, Entry 213 
    Source: LDS Film 1278777 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.lan-opc.org.uk/



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 
1901 Census showing the Shorrock family at Liverpool Road, Hutton, 

RG 13 / 3942 / F. 65 / P.14 / Sch. 72 



 
1911 Census showing the Shorrock family in Liverpool Road, Hutton (Hutton Row) 

RG 14 _ 25237 _ 0055 _ 03 



James SHORROCK       m.     Alice BAMFORD 
b. 1874 Longton        1892     b. 1864 Longton 
!          St. Andrew’s   ! 
!          Longton    ! 
!          !     ! 
!   !    !    !    !          ! 
(m.m.n.  (m.m.n.   (m.m.n.   (m.m.n.   (m.m.n.      (m.m.n. 
Bamford)  Mawdsley)   Mawdsley)   Bamford)   Mawdsley)     Mawdsley) 
!   !    !    !    !       ! 
Margaret  Thomas   Ellen    Maggie   Alice           James  
Ann   b. 1894   b. 1897   b. 1902   b. 1904         d. 1906 
b. 1892  Longton   Longton   Hutton   Hutton        Hutton 
Longton  !    !    !    !         ! 
!   Killed in Action  m. 1929   d. Mar. 1915  d. 1904          m.1932 
d. 1897  d. 15th November  George Harrison  X    Hutton          Doris 
Longton  1916    Longton       X           Harrison 
X   X    St. Andrew              Longton 
       !                             St. Andrew 
       James                         ! 
       b. 1930                        Thomas 
       !                         1941 
       Alice   
       1935 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


