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Driver 5381 Richard Snaylam HUNT 

 



 
Name: HUNT, RICHARD SNALAM  
 
 
Initials: R S  
 
 
Nationality: Australian  
 
 
Rank: Driver  
 
 
Regiment/Service: Australian Engineers  
 
 
Unit Text: 14th Field Coy.  
 
 
Age: 27  
 
 
Date of Death: 08/11/1916  
 
 
Service No: 5381  
 
 
Additional information: Son of Richard and Jane Hunt, of "Summerfield", 
Liverpool Rd., Longton, Preston, Lancs, England.  
 
 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead  
 
 
Grave/Memorial Reference: V. D. 31.  
 
 
Cemetery: HEILLY STATION CEMETERY, MERICOURT-L'ABBE 

 



 
Cemetery: HEILLY STATION CEMETERY, MERICOURT-L'ABBE  
 
 
Country: France  
 
 
Locality: Unspecified  
 
 
Location Information: Mericourt-l'Abbe is a village approximately 19 
kilometres north-east of Amiens and 10 kilometres south-west of Albert. 
Heilly Station Cemetery is about 2 kilometres south-west of Mericourt-
l'Abbe, on the south side of the road to Corbie.  
 
 
Historical Information: The 36th Casualty Clearing Station was at Heilly 
from April 1916. It was joined in May by the 38th, and in July by the 2/2nd 
London, but these hospitals had all moved on by early June 1917. The 
cemetery was begun in May 1916 and was used by the three medical units 
until April 1917. From March to May 1918, it was used by Australian units, 
and in the early autumn for further hospital burials when the 20th Casualty 
Clearing Station was there briefly in August and September 1918. The last 
burial was made in May 1919. There are now 2,890 Commonwealth 
servicemen of the First World War buried or commemorated in this 
cemetery. Only 12 of the burials are unidentified and special memorials are 
erected to 21 casualties whose graves in the cemetery could not be exactly 
located. The cemetery also contains 83 German graves. The burials in this 
cemetery were carried out under extreme pressure and many of the graves 
are either too close together to be marked individually, or they contain 
multiple burials. Some headstones carry as many as three sets of casualty 
details, and in these cases, regimental badges have had to be omitted. 
Instead, these badges, 117 in all, have been carved on a cloister wall on the 
north side of the cemetery. The cemetery was designed by Sir Edwin 
Lutyens.  
 
 
No. of Identified Casualties: 2951 

 
 
 



 

Driver HUNT’s grave highlighted at V.  D.  31 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and his grave marker 



 
Heilly village and the cemetery highlighted 



Family Tree 
 
! 
!    !        ! 
Peter    Charlie     Alice 
!    (Moved to Chorley) 
married ??? 
! 
!  !  !  !  !  !  !        ! 
Annie  Mary  RICHARD Alice  Nellie  Henry        John    William 
    SNAYLAM       ! 
    HUNT        m. Edna CHEW 
    Died 8 Nov 1916      ! 
           Torr’s Farm, 
           Liverpool Old Road 
           Walmer Bridge 
           01772-613147 
            ! 

John (Jnr) 
            ! 
           m. Olwen Coulton 
             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I am grateful to John Snaylam HUNT jnr for the details of the family and the photographs 



 

 
 
 

19th March 2009, 13:20  

Stewart McLoughlin  
Senior Member 

  
Join Date: Nov 2007 
Location: Preston, England
Posts: 119  

Re: AIF  
 

[QUOTE=Lorraine][QUOTE=Stewart McLoughlin][QUOTE=Lorraine]Hello Stewart, 
 
May I ask details of your AIF man, his name, division, battalion?  
Have you looked at awm.gov.au Click on collections. You may be lucky and find photographs, private 
records or heraldry. 
As I live in Australia I am happy to help in any way.  
It seems mumps was prevalent in Egypt at the time. My great uncle was also hospitalized with it! 
 
Cheers 
Lorraine Luke 
 
 
 
Good evening Lorraine (well it is here anyway, been the first day of Spring, 15C, whow!!) 
 
Our casualty is Richard Snaylam HUNT, 5381 14th Field Company, Australian Engineers. 
Born in the next village to me just 7 miles S.W. of Preston Lancashire, called Much Hoole, to Richard 
and Jane who lived in another village just east of here called Lostock Hall. All in the Much Hoole 
1901 English Census when Richard was just 2 years old. 
At some stage he has emigrated to Australia and took up residence at "Chorlea", Selwood Street, 
Brighton le Sands, Sydney ?, from where he signed up and went to France via Cairo and Marseilles. 
On 8th November, 1916, he was wounded and taken to hospital but died of his wounds. He was buried 
at Heilly Station graveyard, 10 miles S.W. of Albert where he still lies. 
There is a large extended family of Hunts in the area but I have not yet managed to trace a local 
relative. We shall continue in that respect. 
The project is to trace all the casualties from the various conflicts from all our local villages which 
will no doubt number about 500 or so, build up what biography we can, put it all in the local library 
and on the village web-site:- 
longtononline.co.uk 
Click History 
Click WW1 or WW2 
Scroll to names. 
What is on now is only the very beginning and we hope to have a major up-date in the not too distant 
future. Some of the villages do not have their own web-site and there may be a little unpleasantness 
that the casualty features on another village's site. They can be very parochial around here. 
There are no commercial considerations, just "we shall remember them". 
Thanks for your pointers and your interest. 
Stewart 



Hello Stewart 
Thanks for your message about Richard Snaylam Hunt. 
Did you look up the Australian War Memorial site (awm.gov.au)? I found info in Research a person, 
Roll of Honour Circular, Embarkation Roll, Nominal Roll and Unit War Diaries 14th Field Co Aust 
Engineers. 
If you can find a photo of him it can be shown with his details on the Roll of Honour.  
I am impressed with the village website and will be doing some genealogy research for my family. 
Thomas Whalley, wife Elizabeth (Foxley), sons Oliver and Edward from Lancashire emigrated to 
Australia in 1840.  
Good luck with your research and website. It's good to know those who lost their lives ensuring our 
freedom are not forgotten. I have written a small book about my two C S Luke uncles for family. 
By the way Brighton le Sands is a Sydney suburb. 
Cheers 
Lorraine 
 
 
 
Hi again Lorraine 
 
Many thanks for your continued interest and the further pointers to the AWM material. 
 
I've been on the site this morning (19th) and extracted items from the various rolls that you listed. 
 
Very interesting and the extra information that it puts forward. 
 
Everytime I open a page there is something new, including another local address that the family 
occupied. My, they certainly moved around. The HUNT family in the area are quite extensive and it 
may take a little time to find a relative, especially one with a photo of Richard. By the way, there is no 
'y' in Snalam, I mis-typed it. 
 
I've followed on the biography, a little off the line really, and gone into the various ship sites, 
obtaining RNAS Berrima's, (that which took him to Egypt initially) history of building, passenger 
service, war service, even being torpedoed in the English Channel by a U-boat. She survived and was 
towed in. When do you stop this eternal delving into the past??? 
 
Building up quite a folio on our man Richard. 
 
Once again, many thanks. 
 
Stewart 
 
Hi Stewart, 
 
This research takes up a lot of time but the results are worth the bother. One thing always leads to 
another fascinating thing. As I am retired I have the time to waste playing on the computer!!  Have 
you considered including photos with your military biographies? Having a picture gives a touch of 
reality. 
 
Keep up the good work. 
 
Cheers 
 
Lorraine 



Try my darndest to get photos. There's nothing so boring as pages and pages of script. A photo adds 
something to it. Sometimes I have to cheat just a very little and put something similar in but I try very 
hard to get one that is original and relevant. 
 
Had some info tonight that may lead me to a relative of our Richard Hunt. Time for bed now, it's only 
half past two so I'll go get some zzz's and have a go with my new informant later today. 
 
Regards 
 
Stewart 
 
 
 
 
11:00 23 March 2008 
 
Good morning Lorraine from a wet, windy and overcast North of England. 
 
A little update and a help request please. 
 
Re our casualty 5381 Richard Snalam HUNT, 14th Field Co. A.I.F., I have downloaded his AIF file 
covering his embarkation roll, nominal role and have traced photos and details of the ship which he set 
sail on. The 36 Casualty Clearing Station where he was treated at Heilly have their records filed at 
Kew and I have sent off for the relevant copies of that. I have also managed to trace a nephew and I 
hope to see him sometime this week to see what family recollections he may have of his uncle, though 
he never met him personally. I've also got the War Diary of 14th F.C. from the AWM and though he 
isn't mentioned personally, it recalls the incident that would probably have led to his death. 
 
During my trawl through the AWM I came across letters from his girl-friend in Sydney, seeking 
information about him, but the Authorities would not disclose them, referring her to his UK next-of-
kin, without giving her the details of who they were. An early form of Data Protection no doubt! 
There were also letters to do with the administration of his affairs with his Australian bank. Having 
seen these, but not downloaded them, I have spent the last three days trying to find them again without 
success. With your superior knowledge of the AWM site can you please tell me where I should be 
looking for these treasured items. I just can't see the wood for the trees. 
 
Also, the War Diary makes reference to the many locations around the Unit's active area, trench 
names, roads, building etc., all of which will be on the war maps of the time. Do you know where I 
could get hold of these war maps. At the AWM or the Australian version of Kew? 
 
Many thanks for your interest, help and pointers. 
 
Stewart McLoughlin 
 
From:- Lorraine Luke 
To: big.makk@virgin.net  
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2009 2:38 PM 
Subject: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 
Hello Stewart from a still hot Australian autumn. (We recently had a week of temperatures over 40 
deg!!) A bit of your rain would be very welcome. 
  



I thought it best to email you direct as Ross may get upset if we use too much space on his great 
rafcommands. Hope you don't mind.  
  
Thanks for the update. You have been busy. 
  
Richard Hunt's records are at naa.gov.au  Click on record search (top right corner), Search now as 
guest user, Type in HUNT 5381, search, display, view digital copy. And there it all is! 
  
There may be maps at naa. I had brief look with no luck. 
  
Try awm.gov.au  
  
'Limited research assistance is provided in response to letter, fax, telephone or email enquiries. You 
can submit a reference question online through ReQuest. This is an online reference service. You can 
search a knowledge base for frequently asked questions (FAQ's). Your enquiry will be responded to 
within 3-10 working days. Limited research assistance can be provided in response to all enquiries. 
For example, we will tell you whether we hold records that are relevant to your enquiry or advise you 
of possible alternative sources.'  
ReQuest 
http://awm.altarama.com/reft120.aspx 
Or try  
Official Histories, First World War 
http://wwwawm.gov.au/histories/volume.asp?conflict=1 
  
I've been to computer class (learning Power Point) tonight and too tired to think so will see if I can 
come up with anything else in the next few days. Let me know what area maps you would like to see.  
  
Cheers, Lorraine 
From:- big.makk@virgin.net 
To: Lorraine Luke   
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2009 12:10 AM 
Subject: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 
Hi again Lorraine 
  
That naa reference you pointed out to me in your reply is the one where I got all the nominal, 
embarkation, etc from, but somewhere I also saw this letter from his girlfriend and the bank manager 
and as I've flipped from the various windows I've lost it.   Been on another trawl but still can't find it.  
Just can't put my finger on where I saw it.  Must be in the Base Records somewhere as it was being 
replied to by them.   
  
The War Diary states that on 24th October 1916 the 14th F.C. were working in Sector N10 8(or B)99 - 
131 c 43.  They were constructing dugout, boardwalks, parapets etc for the forthcoming battle. 
  
On the 6th November it relates that the attack took place at 09.30am on 5th November jumping off 
near the Sunken Road in M.30 a (or M.3o a) near B D (or O) E HQ.  This is in the area of Montauban, 
5kms east of Albert, Somme. 
  
I've just received a reply e.mail from our National Archives at Kew and they regret that it is too much 
work for them to look through the files of the 36 Casualty Clearing Station for our Private HUNT, so I 
shall have to include it on my future visit. 
  
Many thanks for your continued interest.  Stewart 



From:- Lorraine Luke 
To: big.makk@virgin.net  
Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 200914:46 PM 
Subject: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 
Hi Stewart 
 
I have no idea where you found the girlfriend and bank manager. I would have thought 
it would be in his records at naa.gov.au but I looked through them and awm files but no 
joy. Maybe you dreamt it????? 
For the maps try ReQuest at awm.gov.au.  There is no cost and you don’t have to be an 
Aussie. Staff at both awm and naa are very helpful unlike your National Archives at 
Kew. Lazy lot.  
 
I have listed a few websites if you wish to waste some time.  
 
Roll of Honour Circular 
http://www.awm.gov.au/cms_images/awm131/025/025265.pdf 
 
 
The AIF project 
http://www.aif.adfa.edu.au:8080/search?type=search&name=r+hunt&regNum=5381 
 
http://www.unsw.adfa.edu.au/~rmallett/index.html 
 
http://1914-
1918.invisionzone.com/forums/index.php?s=1b718aabf79e06642345f4d9cf6873f0&act
=idx 
 
http://www.ww1westernfront.gov.au/pozieres-albert/index.html 
 
http://www.diggertours.com/ 
 
Cheers 
 
Lorraine 
 
 
 
From: stewart.mcloughlin  
To: lorraineluke  
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2009 11:59 AM 
Subject: Re: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 
Thanks Lorraine 
  
Just having a look at my e.mails before closing down for bedtime.  I've won another $5.5m in the 
Nigerian Lottery........  Yeah...... 



  
I shall follow your suggestions once again as they have been so fruitful in the past. 
  
Been out tonight and been re-elected as vice Chairman of our Preston Branch of the Lancs Family 
History Society and came home to my secretary (the wife) full of the joys for me as someone rang up 
whilst I was out and has detailed information about two of the casualties I have been researching 
recently.  Ohhhhh joy.  Lucky also that our new Chairman is also a likeminded military researcher so I 
shall have many hours exchanging information and tips with him. 
  
What a grand day it's been.  The wind has stopped too.  All things bright and beautiful....... 
  
Thanks again 
  
Stewart 
 
 
From:- Lorraine Luke 
To: big.makk@virgin.net  
Sent: Saturday, March 28, 2009  08:49AM 
Subject: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 
Hello Stewart, 
  
I'm so pleased all things are bright and beautiful in the Mcloughlin house! It is exciting when your 
research gets results.  
  
Congratulations on your re-election. Let me know if you come across any Whalley family.  
Thomas -  B ~ 1809, Groom, protestant,Lancashire.  
Eliza -  B ~ 1814, Housemaid, protestant,Lancashire 
Oliver -  B ~ 1832, Lancashire (my great grandfather) 
Edward -  B ~ 1834 
Came to Australia aboard "Clyde" 1840 as "Bounty" passengers - They received a sum of money 
against their future wages and a fee was paid to the ship's owner or agent to bring eligible settlers to 
Australia.  
  
Most of my other ancestors were convicts!! Much more interesting, especially those with Old Bailey 
records which can be seen online. 
  
I hope you have continuing success with your research and that the wind hasn't come up again!! 
  
Maybe you could send us some Pommy rain, the drought here is dreadful. 
  
Cheers 
  
Lorraine 
 
 
From: stewart.mcloughlin  
To: lorraineluke  
Sent: Saturday, March 28, 2009 9:13 PM 
Subject: Re: Research 
 
Hi Lorraine 



  
Have you any idea where in Lancashire your Whalleys may be from.  Lancashire is a big place, why 
it's almost as big as a Sydney suburb!!! 
  
We have four distinct Societies which cover the Lancashire area and each may hold any archive for 
your families, so a breakdown of where in Lancashire they hail from could reveal some pointers. 
  
Stewart 
 
 
 
From:- Lorraine Luke 
To: big.makk@virgin.net  
Sent: Saturday, March 28, 2009  08:49AM 
Subject: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 
Hi Stewart 
  
Don't go to any trouble looking for my lot. Your military men are more important.  
  
Lancashire must be almost as big as Tumut where I live - at the foot of the Snowy Mountains!  
  
I have a Thomas Whalley married a Betty Foxley 4 Oct 1829, Saint Peter, Bolton Le Moors. I think 
they may be my rellies. 
Have also found many different spellings Walley, Wally, Waley, Worley, just to confuse matters! 
  
Cheers 
  
Lorraine 
 
 
 
 
 
From:- Lorraine Luke 
To: big.makk@virgin.net  
Sent: Saturday, March 28, 2009  08:49AM 
Subject: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 
Hi Stewart 
 
I have been wasting time looking for WWI maps when I should be getting some beauty sleep.  
These may be of use to you? 
http://www.worldwar1.com/maproom.htm 
  
http://net.lib.byu.edu/~rdh7/wwi/links.html 
  
Cheers 
  
Lorraine 
 
 
 



 
From: stewart.mcloughlin  
To: lorraineluke  
Sent: Saturday, March 28, 2009 9:13 PM 
Subject: Richard Snalam HUNT - 1916 
 
Good morning Lorraine from a very pleasant day here in the UK. 
  
Just a little update of our searches for Richard Snalam HUNT that we were looking at last month. 
  
Last night I met Richard's cousin John, who had a wealth of information of the family in general with 
a large collection of photographs and memorabilia, including Richard's watch that was returned as his 
personal effects after his death in France, and is listed on his personal inventory.  There was also a 
photo/postcard of the second ship that he sailed in to France from Cairo, after his outbreak of mumps. 
  
Especially prized were a dozen of those typical embroidered postcards that French women would 
make, he tells us they were paid seven pence for each of them, and were so popular with the troops to 
write home. 
  
It was very late when we finished chattering and shall look forward  to returning and chewing over a 
few more things. 
  
Many thanks for your interest and pointers that have led to such a successful conclusion. 
  
Regards 
  
Stewart 
 
 
 
 
 
From:- Lorraine Luke 
To: big.makk@virgin.net  
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2009  14:29PM 
Subject: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 
Hello Stewart from a chilly Oz. We are happy here as we have had about 45mm rain. Yipeeeee!! A lot 
more is needed.  
  
Thank you for the update on our Richard Snalam Hunt. I appreciate hearing about him. You must 
have had an exciting evening with Richard's cousin. How old is he??? 
  
We had Anzac Day here on Saturday. I marched and wore my uncle's medals.  
  
Best wishes for continued success in your research. 
  
Lorraine 
From:- Lorraine Luke 
To: big.makk@virgin.net  
Sent: Wednesday, May 06, 2009  09:59AM 
Subject: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 



This is the WWI side at AWM. Opposite there is another of same size for post WWI. 
 
Lorraine 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Australian World War 1 War Memorial 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From:- Lorraine Luke 
To: big.makk@virgin.net  
Sent: Wednesday, May 06, 2009  09:55AM 
Subject: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 



Sorry for the delay in replying to your email. I have been away visiting my Mum for her 94th 
birthday!  
As the AWM was not far off my route I called in and took a couple of photos for you and Anne Storm 
(RAF Commands) 
Our Richard's cousin may like to have a copy. I guess you are having  great conversations with him.  
I asked his age as our Richard would have been about 120 if alive now???? 
  
Cheers 
Lorraine 

 
 

 
 

The Australian World War 1 War Memorial 
with Private Richard HUNT’s name highlighted with the poppy 

 
 

From:- big.makk@virgin.net 
To: Lorraine Luke   
Sent: Wednesday, May 06, 2009 16:06 PM 
Subject: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 



Hi again Lorraine 
  
Looks like we've reverted to standard British summer-time, it's poring down and blowing a gale.  Ah 
well, that's the gardening off for another week!!!  All the blossom has been blown from our Japanese  
Blossom Trees and the lawn is white as if it were winter.  They're a devil of a thing to Hoover up, 
suppose I'll just have to wait until they decay. 
  
Anyway, that was a magnanimous gesture of yours to divert and take the photos of the Australian War 
Memorials for Richard Hunt's memorial.  That has really made a significant contribution to the file.  I 
have a diagrammatical outline of the memorial but nothing as splendid as your photos. 
  
Richard's nephew, John, who I have been liaising with has been to the Memorial and although he had 
a wealth of memorabilia it did not include any photos of the Memorial. 
  
I may well be calling upon him tomorrow (it's tomorrow already for you by the time I send this) when 
I shall endeavour to acquire more reminisces about Richard if I can.  There are also other members of 
the family who are also related to another of my casualties and I hope to visit them in the coming 
days.  They have been a very unfortunate extended family in suffering a double blow, however, other 
families have lost a father and son, and three sets of brothers.  All this from a very small rural 
community of only a few hundred souls. 
  
Many thanks once again for your continued interest and splendid photographs. 
  
Stewart 

 
From:- Lorraine Luke 
To: big.makk@virgin.net  
Sent: Friday, May 08, 2009  09:55AM 
Subject: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 
Hi Stewart 
  
It seems you are looking for excuses to get out of the gardening?? Our town of Tumut is famous for 
it’s autumn glory but soon the leaves will be a mess to be cleaned up. 
  
I'm pleased the photos are of use. If you have trouble printing them I can have prints done and post 
them to you. 
  
I occasionally call at the AWM and place poppies on the Roll of Honour at the names of those boys I 
feel I have come to know. Will add Richard to my list. I enjoy the research and interest and feel I am 
of some small use to society in my retirement! 
  
I have attached some information from a small book I wrote about my WWI and WWII Cyril Spencer 
Lukes. There is more if you are interested. 
  
Cheers 
Lorraine 
 
From:- Lorraine Luke 
To: big.makk@virgin.net  
Sent: Saturday, May 09, 2009  15:19 PM 
Subject: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 



Hi Stewart, 
  
You can find a picture of HMAT Berrima, the ship in which Richard embarked from Australia.  
Cheers 
  
Lorraine 
  
http://images.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clydesite.co.uk/clydebuilt/ships/1913/BERRI
MA_325.jpg&imgrefurl=http://alh-
research.tripod.com/ships_lh.htm&usg=__WClPHgXVjgJOO9rZQAOvg71cIKY=&h=494&w=500&
sz=65&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=DGtY-
0VaKI44RM:&tbnh=128&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dhmat%2Bberrima%26hl%3Den%26cl
ient%3Dfirefox-a%26channel%3Ds%26rls%3Dorg.mozilla:en-US:official%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1 
 
 
From:- big.makk@virgin.net 
To: Lorraine Luke   
Sent: Saturday, May 09, 2009 22:33 PM 
Subject: Richard Snalam Hunt 
 
Hi Lorraine 
  
You done it again!!!  Probably without knowing it!!! 
  
I already have a picture of the HMAT Berrima but I trawled down the site that it was included on and 
I came across the HMAT Commonwealth, which was the other ship that he sailed on from Cairo to 
Marseille and from which Richard Snalam Hunt  sent a post- card to his father saying all was well.  
His nephew John, who I went back to see on Thursday, who is 72 years old, and couldn't find the post 
card when he looked for it, but he will endeavour to trace it again for the file. 
  
In the meantime, you've come up with it in an indirect way.   
  
"Bonzo". Is that what you lot really say over there? 
  
There is also another forumite on the Great War site who has been looking for the same photo.  Now 
we'll both be satisfied thanks to your trawlings. 
  
My you have really come up trumps once again. 
  
Can't thank you enough. 
  
Stewart 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 



 
 



 



 

 



 
 

 
 
 

The last places relevant to Private HUNT. 
 

His last battle at Mantauban (right) 
Cardonnette, where the Company retired to after the battle (left) 

Heilly, (centre) where he now lies having succumbed to wounds sustained 

 
 
 
 



The Nominal Roll of those Australians who went to war. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.awm.gov.au/nominalrolls/ww1/page.asp?Folder=26&Page=60&Surname=hunt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From:- Lorraine Luke 
 

 

 
 
 

Embarkation list of the  
7th Field Company, Australian Imperial Force, 

that sailed on the HMAT (SS) Berrima from Sydney, 17th December, 1915 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
http://www.photoship.co.uk/JAlbum%20Ships/Old%20Ships%20B/index11.html 

 



HMAS Berrima 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to: navigation, search 

 

This article includes a list of references or external links, but its sources remain unclear because it lacks inline 
citations. Please improve this article by introducing more precise citations where appropriate. (September 2008) 

 

Career (Australia (RAN)) 

Owner: P & O 

Builder: Caird & Co, Greenock 

Launched: 13 September 1913 

Acquired: 1914 by RAN 

Commissioned: 17 August 1914 

Decommissioned: 20 October 1914 

Fate: converted to troop ship, later damaged 

Career (United Kingdom)  

Name: SS Berrima 

Operator: P & O 

Acquired: 1914 

In service: 24 March 1920 

Fate: sold for breaking up September, 1939. 

General characteristics 

Tonnage: 11,137 gross tons 

Length: 500 ft (150 m) 

Beam: 62 ft (19 m) 

Draught: 38 ft (12 m) 

Speed: 14 knots (26 km/h) 

Armament: 4 x 4 inch guns 

HMAS Berrima was an Armed Merchant Cruiser which served in the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) 
during World War I. 

The P&O passenger liner SS Berrima was requisitioned for use by the Navy, refitted and armed at the 
Cockatoo Island Dockyard and commissioned into the RAN as the auxiliary cruiser HMAS Berrima. 

Berrima left Sydney on 19 August 1914 carrying men of the Australian Naval and Military 
Expeditionary Force, consisting of a battalion of 1,000 infantry and a small battalion of 500 Naval 
Reservists and time-expired Royal Navy seaman, for operations against the German New Guinea 
colonies. Troops were landed at Herbertshöhe and Rabaul on 11 and 12 September respectively, and 
on the New Guinea mainland on 24 September. Berrima subsequently returned to Sydney and, despite 
plans to employ her as an armed merchant cruiser, she was paid off in October and converted to a 
troop transport. 

In her new role, SS Berrima sailed for the Middle East in December 1914 as part of the second troop 
convoy, carrying Australian and New Zealand troops and towing the submarine AE2. Berrima 
continued to work under the liner requisition scheme until 18 February 1917, when she struck a mine 
in the English Channel off Portland and was beached and later repaired. 



Berrima was returned to commercial service 24 March 1920, and was sold to Japanese shipbreakers in 
September, 1939. 
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SS Berrima 

The liner SS Berrima was requisitioned from the Peninsula and Orient Steam Navigation Company in 
August 1914 and commissioned into the RAN as the auxiliary cruiser HMAS Berrima. 

Berrima left Sydney on 19 August 1914 carrying men of the Australian Naval and Military 
Expeditionary Force for operations against the German New Guinea colonies. Troops were landed at 
Herbertshöhe and Rabaul on 11 and 12 September respectively, and on the New Guinea mainland on 
24 September. Berrima subsequently returned to Sydney and, despite plans to employ her as an armed 
merchant cruiser, she was paid off in October for conversion to a troop transport.  

In her new role, SS Berrima sailed for the Middle East in December 1914 as part of the second troop 
convoy, carrying Australian and New Zealand troops and towing the submarine AE2. Berrima 
continued to work as a trooper until 18 February 1917, when she was torpedoed in the English 
Channel off Portland and beached. 

http://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_12820.asp 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ss BERRIMA 

 
built by Caird & Company Greenock, 
Yard No 325  
Engines by Shipbuilders 

 
Port of Registry: Greenock 
Propulsion: Two four cylinder quadruple expansion steam engines, 9000ihp, twin screws, 14 knots 
Launched: Saturday, 20/09/1913 
Built: 1913 
Ship Type: Passenger Liner 
Ship's Role: UK/Australia emigrant service via the Cape of Good Hope (Branch Line) 
Tonnage: 11137 gross; 7037 net; 13730 dwt 
Length: 500ft 2in 
Breadth: 62ft 3in 
Owner History: 
Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Company 
Status: Sold for Scrapping - 16/07/1930 
 
 
 
http://www.clydesite.co.uk/clydebuilt/viewship.asp?id=524 
 
 



Ships hit during WWI 

Search results 

Below are the results from your search: (search criteria; ship name like "berrima") 

Date U-boat  Commander  Name of ship Tons Nat. 
  
18 Feb, 1917  U 84  Walter Roehr  Berrima (d.) 11.137  br 

       

  11.137  
0 ship sunk (0 tons) and 1 ship damaged (11.137 tons). 

Legend 
(d.) means the ship was damaged. 
 
http://www.uboat.net/wwi/ships_hit/search.php 
 
 

 

WWI U-boats 
 

U 84 
  

Type Mittel U 
Shipyard Germaniawerft, Kiel  (Werk 254)

Ordered 23 Jun, 1915  Laid down 25 Oct, 1915  

Launched 22 Jul, 1916  Commissioned 7 Oct, 1916  

Commanders 17 Oct, 1916 - 26 Jan, 1918  Walter Roehr

Career 8 patrols 

3 Dec, 1916 - 26 Jan, 1918 IV Flotilla

Successes 28 ships sunk for a total of 83.127 tons. 
7 ships damaged for a total of 42.149 tons. 
2 ships taken as prize for a total of 3.462 tons. 

Fate 26 Jan, 1918 - Possibly rammed and depth charged by PC62 in St George 
Channel and sunk at 51.53N 05.44W. 40 dead (all hands lost).  

See the 37 ships hit by U 84 

DateU-boatLoss typePositionLocationRouteCargoCasualties118 Feb, 1917U 84 (Walter Roehr)DamagedTorpedoed 
but towed in. 
50.22N, 02.44W 
Fremantle - London 
Australian produce 
4 
 
 
War Diary   http://www.awm.gov.au/cms_images/AWM4/14/AWM4-14-33-9.pdf  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.nmm.ac.uk/collections/prints/vi...?reproID=PU6805 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.clydesite.co.uk/clydebuilt/viewship.asp?id=4204 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
http://www.photoship.co.uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ss COMMONWEALTH 
 

 
built by Barclay Curle & Company Glasgow, 
Yard No 432  
Engines by Shipbuilders 

 
Port of Registry: London 
Propulsion: Two three cylinder triple expansion steam engines, 4000ihp, 
twin screw, 13.5 knots. 
Launched: Saturday, 23/08/1902 
Built: 1902 
Ship Type: Passenger / cargo liner 
Tonnage: 6616 gross; 4176 net 
Length: 450ft 3in 
Breadth: 52ft 3in 
Owner History: 
Wilhelm Lund, London.  
1910 Peninsular & Oriental S.N. Co. 
Status: Sold for Scrapping - 12/04/1923 
 
Remarks: O.N. 115903.  
23/08/1902: Launched for Wilhelm Lund, London.  
10/1902: Completed.  
An advance on Lund’s earlier emigrant vessels, COMMONWEALTH was 
aimed at a better class of traveller.  
75 saloon class passengers were accommodated in the bridge deck and there 
were 300 third class berths. 
1905: Registered in the ownership of Blue Anchor Line Ltd. (W Lund and 
Sons, managers). 
06/04/1910: Purchased for £77,569 by The Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company. 
15/09/1910: Maiden P&O sailing. 
1915~1917: Australian Expeditionary Force transport. 
1917: Atlantic “ferry” service. 
19XX: Laid up at Falmouth. 
12/04/1923: Sold for £14,100 to Stabilimento Metallurgica Ligure S A, Italy 
for demolition at Spezia, the last survivor of the Blue Anchor Line fleet. 
 
 



 
 
 
Mar 1 2008, 
 

The war diary for 36 Casualty Clearing Station (Second Army), 1915 Nov. - 1919 Aug. 
is held at The National Archives, Kew, London.  WO 95/344:  
 
Unfortunately, most war diaries are not available online, so the options are to request a look-up on this 
forum or order the pages around the date of interest direct from the NA. 
 
For ordering direct, go to NA Catalogue and enter 36 into 'Word or phrase' and WO 95 into 
'Department or Series code'. 36 CCS is just over half way down the first page of results. Click on 
hyperlink and then on 'Request this' (n.b. although it says 'request', a payment is involved). 
 
Hope this helps, 
 
Stuart 
 
http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=93384&mode=linear 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are no surviving admission/discharge registers or patients records at The National Archives for 
36 Casualty Clearing Station. 
 
Sep 18 2006, 
 
Sue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From:- Record Copying Services – National Archives 
To:- big.makk@virgin.net 
Sent:- 23 March 2009 14:49PM 
Re:- Your Copying Request 
 
 
Hello Mr Stewart McLoughlin 
 
Estimate number: E365278 
 
Thank you for contacting the National Archives with your request for an estimate for the cost of 
copies of records. 
 
We are able to spend up to twenty minutes attempting to identify the material specified by you in up 
to five records, in order to estimate the copying cost. Our preliminary examination shows that your 
request would require a longer search than this, so we are unable to proceed. 
 
There are three ways for you to identify the material you want copied, assuming that it exists: 
 
1. You, or someone acting on your behalf, are welcome to visit us to do the research yourself. Our 
staff will give you advice free of charge. For visiting details, please go to 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/visit/. The only payment would be if you then wanted to buy 
copies from our Record Copying Department or use the self-service copying facilities (where 
available). You can take photographs of documents using your own digital camera, under certain 
rules. For details of the options go to http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/recordcopying/. 
 
2. You can hire an independent researcher to carry out specific or wider-ranging research for you, both 
at The National Archives and in other relevant archives. For details, and for a list of independent 
researchers who conduct research at The National Archives, look at 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/irlist/. 
 
3. You can use our paid search service, if you have a specific request: we cannot undertake wide-
ranging research. We will reply to your request within 20 working days of receiving it, excluding any 
days between asking for and receiving your payment. For details go to 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/foi/research.htm . 
 
We wish you every success in your research, but please be aware that the records in our custody are 
not always complete: they were not created or kept for research purposes, but for use by the 
government or law courts of the day. We cannot guarantee that you will find what you are looking for. 
 
 
Suzanne Barker 
Record Copying Department 
The National Archives 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/recordcopying/ 
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Extracts from the official war diary of the Matron-in-Chief, Maud  
 
McCarthy, with the BritishExpeditionary Force in France and  
 
Flanders during the Great War 
 
 

In the autumn of 1914, when the war became static, Casualty Clearing 
Stations shed their extreme mobility and started to spring up in more fixed 
form, near enough to the front line to be easily accessible, but out of range 
of most of the German artillery. They were, wherever possible, established 
in buildings; convents, schools, factories and existing hospitals, often 
expanding into huts and tents to provide more accommodation. Later on, 
many became predominately tented and hutted, but only in the absence of 
suitable permanent accommodation. Trained nurses were posted to CCSs 
from October 1914, and to certain Field Ambulances from the autumn of 
1915. Only the most experienced nursing staff were sent, and were 
immediately replaced if they proved lacking in the many qualities needed. In 
the early days, four nurses were considered adequate in addition to the 
RAMC staff, but by August 1916 some CCSs had nursing staffs of 25 to 
cope with the enormous casualties of the battles of the Somme. 
 
28.04.16 
Left 9.30am for 4th Army, having already rang DMS to let him know I was 
coming. Went first to St. Ouen, 3 C.C. Station, where I found the C.C. 
Station was about to move to Puchevillers. After lunch went to Heilly to 36 
C.C. Station, which has just opened. Is entirely at present under canvas, but 
operating theatres and sterilising rooms are being built. Both O.S. and Sister 
in Charge spoke of the shortage of orderlies, and those entirely untrained. 
 
02.06.16 
At Avesnes – 36 C.C.S. all was going smoothly and is much as it was the 
last time I visited it. All these units are very near the firing line. The sound 
of bombardment was incessant and one could see Taubes in the air. The 
C.O. here is a difficult and not an able one I should say. 
 
18.06.16 
Left for 4th Army 8am, arrived at HQ 10am. Passed thousands of troops 
marching forward, each battalion with its band, all wearing masks. DMS 



very busy, many Clearing Stations opening and needing Staffs. Visited them 
all that I could in the time. 
Heilly 34 and 36 C.C.S., both very busy, needing more help. 
Accommodation for Staff good. 
 
24.06.16 
Left 8am for 4th Army, arrived Vequemont 10am. Visited 34 and 45 C.C. 
Station opening up side by side under canvas, near railway siding, 
everything getting in readiness for the coming push. Nursing Staff in both 
units increased to 10, accommodated in huts and to Mess together. Both 
units capable of taking 1000 each, and everything in readiness. 
Then to DMS 4th Army, where I learnt what was being arranged for the 
coming work, and he was extremely pleased how I had been able to supply 
all with nurses to the extent I had done. From there to Heilly to see 38 C.C. 
Station which was now working. Raining heavily, things going smoothly. 
This unit also under canvas, except operation hut, large enough for 4 tables 
to be working easily at once. Had lunch with Sisters 36 C.C. Station. All 
well settled in and glad of extra help in readiness for coming work. 
 
16.07.16 
Left early for 4th Army. To Headquarters first, where I saw DDMS Col. 
Fawcus, and from there Heilly, to 36 and 38 C.C. Stations, where I spend a 
long time. These units were extremely heavy, crowded with most dreadfully 
wounded men, many many who can never leave. The operating theatres with 
4 tables in each are going day and night, and the work of everyone is 
continuous, heavy and sad. Everyone doing splendid work. Finding in both 
these stations that the Nursing Staff is not sufficient. I arranged to increase 
both Staff by 2, giving them each 14. Here an extra C.C.S. for walking cases 
has been established, not requiring Sisters. 
 
 
 
http://greatwarnurses.blogspot.com/2007/02/casualty-clearing-
station.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.edithappleton.org.uk/Vol3/PDF/1916_11November,pdf 



Robert HUNT   Married  Rachael ??? 
! 
Richard b. 1800   d. 25.9.1881  M. Alice Walmsley b. 1801  d.19.7.1882 
! 
!                 !                 !                 !                 !                 !                 !                 !                 !                
Robert        Rachel       George       Thurston   John           Richard      Peter          Henry        Charles 
         (Twins)        (Gabbott’s Farm 
         Moss House Lane, Much Hoole) 

  b. 1840 
                      d. 17.10.1889 
                      ! 
           M. 25.7.1859 
           Mary GILL b. 10.12.1864 
           At St. Michael’s, Hoole 
           ! 
    !   !   !             ! 
    Alice   Ann   Richard     Charles
    bap. 13.11.1859 bap. 23.5.1861  bap. 20.2.1862        1864 
          ! 
          M. Jane SNALAM 
          ! 
!  !  !  !  !  !  ! 
Annie  Mary  Richard Alice   Nellie  Harry  John 

( Died        b. 1898 
    World        ! 
    War                M. Elizabeth CHEW              
    One )       at Lune Street 

Methodist Chapel 
Preston 
 ! 
John b. 1937 
 ! 

M. Olwen COULTON 
      at Hesketh Bank 
  ! 

!    !    !    ! 
Joanne    Alison    John    Richard
  
 
 
Other family contacts 
 
Richard HUNT, 30 Landsmoor Drive, Longton, 612133 
Eileen HARRISON, (sister), 9 Stiles Avenue, Hutton, 612757 
John HUNT, Torr’s Farm, Liverpool Old Road, Walmer Bridge, 613147                        
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 Your query, request, comment or information has been logged with our service and will be 
addressed by the next available staff member. It has been assigned the number RCIS21203. Please 
record this number for future reference. 

  Question summary     

 
   Question #   RCIS21203   Please record this number   
   Request type   Reference Other  
   Please state your 

question 
  Do you hold World War One maps for the area near Montauban, Somme, 

France, dates around 6th November, 1916? References to the "sunken 
road" in M.30 (or o)a near BO (or D) EHQ. One of our casualties, then a 
member of the 14th Field Co., 5th Australian Division Engineers killed in 
that location around that date 
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   Target date   06/04/09 09:00 am  
        If you wish to make any changes to your request details, cancel your 

request, or check on the status of your request, please use the Check on 
existing question link. We will let you know if any delays occur. 

 

  

 Australian War Memorial website [top]

    RefTracker v# 3.1.3 - Copyright © 2001 Altarama 
Information Systems 

Our response is: 
Dear Stewart, 
 
Thank you for your enquiry to the Research Centre of the Australian War Memorial. 
 
There is only one map that relates specifically to Montauban (although we have many others of the 
region that show Montauban in less detail). I am attaching a photocopy of the map with this email. I 
had to split the photocopy over two pages; if you'd like a better copy, you can order one by 
completing a Copy Cost Estimate form at http://www.awm.gov.au/request/forms/ 
 
The map - Ref. G5830 s20 - dates from early June 1916 but I note that there is a "Sunken Rd. Trench" 
marked. Please look in the square marked 'F'. On the other side of the British Front Line, directly 
above the 'F' you will see the "Sunken Rd. Trench". I can't confirm that this is what the war diary is 
referring to but it is a possibility. Alternatively, this part of the countryside is riddled with sunken 
roads and the reference in the war diary may be to any one of these.  
 
Good luck with your research. 
 
Kind regards, 
Amelia Hartney  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


